ESCAMBIA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SUPERVISORS’ MINUTES
February 18, 2026 1651 E Nine Mile Road
Escambia County Parks and Recreation Department 9:00a.m.


District Supervisors in Attendance
Ms. Carollyn Taylor, Chair; Mr. Travis Tharp, Vice-Chair; Mr. Johnnie Odom, Treasurer; Mrs. Karen Sindel, Secretary; Mr. Chris Curb.

Attendees
Mr. Joshua McElhaney, District Conservationist, USDA/NRCS; Mrs. Debbie Williams, Es. County Natural Resources; Mr. Bob Ward.

Call to Order
Ms. Carollyn Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:05am.

Pledge of Allegiance Acknowledgement of Quorum Present Acknowledgement of Public Notice
Agenda Updates/Changes
Mr. Johnnie Odom added under Old Business Legislative updates for Districts. Mr. Odom added under New Business grant writing and Carpenter Creek.
Ms. Taylor added under New Business Blue Jacket Jamboree.

Guest
Mr. Bob Ward was introduced and will be talking about the Brickyard Road project.

Minutes of the Last Meeting(s)
Mr. Travis Tharp made a motion to approve January 21, 2026 meeting minutes. Mr. Chris Curb second the motion. With all in favor, motion passed.

Reports
Treasurer’s Report No changes.

District Conservationist Report
Mr. McElhaney stated the Soil Conservationist, Haleigh, was doing on-line training, will be traveling to Gainesville, FL for cultural resource training. He gave an update as to the number of applications for CSP and EQIP.

Old Business
Mr. Odom stated the proposal for dissolving Florida Soil and Water Conservation Districts appears not to be moving forward in Legislation.
Mr. Curb stated the Legislature will be voting on SB 290 and HB 433 which allows the possibility of protected lands to be sold for agriculture purposes.

New Business
Mr. Ward, who is an engineer for a private citizen of Escambia County, discussed with the Supervisors the Brickyard Road repair project. The area was damaged during Hurricane Sally. The project includes replacing a new pipe, the blown-out riser, easement requirements, and dam repairs. The private citizen Mr. Ward is working for, owns large parcels of land in the area.
Brief discussions were held on the environmental impact of the watershed and wetlands in the area. The Supervisors discussed their role and input into the project, it was agreed they are limited in anything they can do, in addition the project is out of their scope and duties.

Ms. Taylor mentioned the Blue Jacket Jamboree and signing up as a vendor. Mr. Odom made a motion to register for the event and to have their business card published in the event's program pack. Mr. Tharp seconded the motion. With all in favor, motion carried.

Mr. Odom discussed having a workshop meeting to collaborate on grant writing. The grant would be for the Florida Landscape Demonstration Garden Grant Program. The deadline to submit is February 28, 2026. Mr. Tharp stated the location had to be within the County or City limits.

Mr. Odom brought up the Carpenter Creek Restoration Project The project is through the Pensacola & Perdido Bays Estuary Program and is funded by grant through Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council.

Open Discussions
None held.

Adjournment
With no further business coming before the District, Mr. Curb made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Odom seconded the motion. With all in favor the meeting adjourned at 10:05am.


Signed Minutes on File

Mrs. Karen Sindel, Secretary
